
 

 

Press release 
  

Synhelion and Pilatus launch strategic partnership to scale solar 
fuels 
 

Zurich, June 4, 2024  

Synhelion and Pilatus Aircraft Ltd enter into a strategic cooperation with the aim of accelerating the scaling of 
solar fuels for aviation. The Swiss aircraft manufacturer wants to use Synhelion’s solar fuels for its own flight 
operations and also offer them to its customers in the medium term. Pilatus has therefore become a shareholder 
of Synhelion, underpinning its commitment to actively defossilize aviation.  

Pilatus Aircraft Ltd, founded in 1939, is the biggest aircraft manufacturer in Switzerland. To date, Pilatus has 
developed, built, and delivered more than 4’400 airplanes worldwide. In the future, the company would like to 
use Synhelion’s solar fuel not only for its own aircraft fleet – Pilatus’ customers will also have the opportunity to 
actively defossilize their air travel with Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF).  

As part of the partnership, Pilatus also became a shareholder of Synhelion in April 2024. This underpins the 
aircraft manufacturer’s strong long-term commitment to the sustainable transformation of air travel.  

Hansueli Loosli, Chairman of the Pilatus Board of Directors, emphasizes: “Pilatus has been committed to 
sustainability and energy efficiency for many years, for example in our production processes and new buildings. 
We are firmly convinced that sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) will be an integral part of aviation’s future and we 
would like to make a further essential contribution.” 

Markus Bucher, CEO of Pilatus, adds: “We are convinced by the technology of solar fuels – it is the best way to 
defossilize air traffic as quickly as possible. We are delighted to be taking on a pioneering role together with 
Synhelion, making an important contribution to sustainability in aviation.” 

Philipp Furler, Co-CEO and Co-Founder of Synhelion, comments: “We are extremely proud to have Pilatus, a 
leading manufacturer of turboprop and jet aircraft, as a partner and shareholder. Over the next few years, we will 
work together with full commitment to scale our solar fuels worldwide.” 

Synhelion and Pilatus will communicate the details of future fuel deliveries in the coming months. The declared 
common goal is to roll out sustainable solar fuels to Pilatus’ entire customer fleet within ten years. 

Synhelion is currently industrializing its technology for the production of sustainable, synthetic fuels. In Jülich, 
Germany, the company is currently building “DAWN”, the world’s first industrial demonstration plant for solar 
fuel. Synhelion will commission the plant this year and produce the first small quantities of fuel for demonstration 
purposes.  

 

  



 

 
 
About Pilatus Aircraft 
 
Founded in 1939, the Swiss company Pilatus Aircraft Ltd develops and builds unique aircraft worldwide: from the 
legendary PC-12, the best-selling single-engine turboprop aircraft in its class, to the PC-7 MKX and PC-21 and the 
associated simulators, the market-leading training systems for pilot training. The brand-new PC-24 is the world’s 
first business jet capable of operating on short natural runways. The Pilatus team consists of over 3’000 dedicated 
employees, making the company headquartered in Stans one of the largest and most innovative employers in 
Central Switzerland. Independent subsidiaries in the USA and Australia are also part of the Pilatus Group. The 
company trains over 140 apprentices in various professions – the promotion of young professionals is a high 
priority. Pilatus is consistently committed to Switzerland as a place to think and work, and acts sustainably and 
environmentally consciously in all its activities. 
 
About Synhelion 
 
Synhelion offers innovative solutions to produce sustainable fuels. The cleantech scale-up company is on a 
mission to contribute to a net-zero transportation sector by replacing fossil fuels with renewable solar fuels. 
Founded in 2016 as a spin-off of ETH Zurich, Synhelion is now commercializing the Sun-to-Liquid technology. The 
company is currently building the world’s first industrial plant for the production of solar fuel in Jülich, Germany. 
Construction of the first commercial production plant in Spain is planned from 2025. On its road to decarbonize 
transportation, Synhelion is supported by a network of international partners such as Eni, Cemex, Lufthansa 
Group, Swiss International Air Lines, SMS group, Wood, AMAG Group, Zurich Airport, and Pilatus Aircraft.  

For more information, please visit www.synhelion.com. 
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